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BACKGROUND
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Main Goals of the Simplified Review Framework (SRF)

• Refocus first-level peer review on its singular role of providing advice to the 
agency regarding the scientific/technical merit of grant applications

• Reframes criteria to focus reviewer attention on 3 key questions
• Removes distractions of certain administrative compliance items 

• Mitigate reputational bias [e.g. institutional reputation, investigator 
pedigree] in the peer review process 

• Refocuses evaluation of investigator and environment to be within the context of the 
proposed research project

Facilitate the overarching goal of peer review: identification of the strongest, 
potentially highest-impact research
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Research Project Grant Review: 5 Criteria  3 Factors

Applications submitted before 
January 25, 2025

Overall Impact Score based on 
5 criteria

• Significance – scored 1-9

• Investigator(s) – scored 1-9

• Innovation – scored 1-9

• Approach – scored 1-9

• Environment – scored 1-9

Applications submitted on or after January 25, 2025

Overall Impact Score based on 3 Factors

• Factor 1: Importance of the Research (should it be done?)

• Scored 1-9

• Factor 2: Rigor and Feasibility (can it be done well?)

• Scored 1-9

• Factor 3: Expertise and Resources (are the expertise and resources in 
place to do it?)

• Evaluated as “appropriate” or “additional expertise/resources needed”; 
if additional needs are identified, comments are required

• Gaps in expertise and/or resources should affect Overall Impact score

*Applies to most Research Project Grants: R01, R03, R15, R16, R21, R33, R34, R36, R61, RC1, RC2, RC4, RF1, RL1, 
RL2, U01, U34, U3R, UA5, UC1, UC2, UC4, UF1, UG3, UH2, UH3, UH5, R21/R33, UH2/UH3, UG3/UH3, R61/R33
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IMPLEMENTATION 
UPDATES
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SRF Implementation Activities Update

Preparing the extramural community for SRF
• Ensure that the community is aware of changes: what is SRF and how does it affect “me”

Internal NIH preparations

• Funding announcement reissuing

• Training staff

• Updating review systems and resources
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Preparing the extramural community for SRF-what is SRF?

Public SRF site: 
continuously 
updated 
information, 
FAQs, contact 
information

https://grants.nih.gov/policy/peer/simplifying-review.htm 

Postcards handed out at conferences

Email signatures with SRF link

7

https://grants.nih.gov/policy/peer/simplifying-review.htm


Preparing the extramural community for SRF - how does SRF affect “me”?

https://grants.nih.gov/policy/peer/simplifying-review/applicant-guidance.htm

Guidance to applicants

Will my application be 
impacted?

Applying to the correct 
Funding Announcement.

No major changes to 
application 
structure/organization.
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Preparing the extramural community for SRF - how does this affect “me”?
Research Project Grant Funding Announcements must contain the new Review Framework and
requires re-issuing hundreds of funding announcements: NOT-OD-24-085 (April 4, 2024)

Public Webinar

April 17, 2024

Participants: 2,404

Recording Accessed: 1229

Detailed how applicants can find reissued Funding Opportunities and avoid 
applying  to “expired” Announcements.
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Staff Training: Program Officers and other Extramural Offices

Reissuing Process
• Multiple Guidance Notices, policy/process exemptions and tools put in place to ensure as efficient a 

process as possible

• March 21, 2024: Simplified Review Framework: Funding Announcement Development/Reissuance 
Training Webinar for staff

 Participants: 953

 Recording Accessed: 60

• Committee Members have recurring meetings with Institute and Center members involved in the 
process to address questions as they come up.

Reissuing is a complex process, but is going smoothly and Reissued Announcements 
are expected to be published between October and December 2024
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Staff Training: Scientific Review Officers (SRO)

 

May 
2024

• CSR SRO Training Workshop: Introduction to Simplified Review Framework 
(Rationale of the changes)

• Participants: 253       Recording Accessed: 108 page views

July 
2024

• NIH Institute SRO Training Workshop: Introduction to Simplified Review 
Framework (Rationale of the changes)

• Participants: 240      Recording Accessed:105

Sept
2024

• SRO labs/small group discussion - more immersive experience with new criteria

• Similar resources will be made available to Institute Review Groups

Jan 
2025

• SRO workshop on reviewer training for SRF

• Support staff training begins

Spring  
2025

• Dedicated chair training for SRF

• SRO labs/small group discussion on intervening during the meeting on SRF-related issues
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Updating Review Systems and Resources
Sample Critique Template Sample Summary Statement
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Resources and Information: 
https://grants.nih.gov/policy/peer/simplifying-

review.htm 

Questions? simplifiedreview@nih.gov 
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